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Chicago Fire FC (3-6-8, 17 points) fell 2-1 to the Columbus Crew (8-6-3, 27 points) at Soldier Field. The
result marked the Fire’s first loss at home through nine League matches played this season.

Chicago had several strong chances early in the match, starting when midfielder Maren Haile-Selassie
dodged defenders in the ninth minute to send a ball across the box to defender Miguel Navarro who
sent the ball flying high just above the top of the net. The pair would repeat the play a few short minutes
later for another exciting chance just missing. Forward Kei Kamara had his first opportunity in the 16th
minute, sending the ball straight up the middle towards Columbus goalkeeper Patrick Schulte, but the
ball sailed above the crossbar. Less than 10 minutes later, Kamara had another big moment, battling
with two Crew defenders, escaping with the ball and sending a hard shot toward the net, but Schulte
was able to swat the ball away off to his left side.

Columbus’ first opportunity would come in the 34th minute, with Crew midfielder Alex Morris sending a
header from the center of the box just over the top of the crossbar out of reach of Fire goalkeeper
Spencer Richey’s finger tips. Five minutes later, Columbus forward Cucho Hernández would earn a free
kick in their attacking half, but midfielder Lucas Zelarayán’s attempt would be blocked by the Fire. In
first-half stoppage time, Zelarayán sent a left footed shot from outside the box at the center of the goal,
but Richey was able to secure it.

The first goal of the match wouldn’t come until the 59th minute, when Columbus captain Darlington
Nagbe sent a perfectly placed pass to Hernández, who managed to sneak the ball inside past Richey.

Chicago nearly evened the match in the 86th minute, with midfielder Xherdan Shaqiri taking a free kick
won by midfielder Jairo Torres from the left side of the pitch. The ball bounced between several different
Fire players before moving through to captain Rafael Czichos, who was ruled offsides.

Two minutes later, Shaqiri would put Chicago on the board, scoring his first goal of the 2023 MLS
season after receiving a driven cross from Miguel Navarro. However, the Crew would quickly follow, with
Zelarayán adding another goal from long range to close out the match in second half stoppage time.

NEXT MATCH: Chicago heads to the Rose City to face the Portland Timbers at 9:30 p.m. CT on
Wednesday, June 21 at Providence Park. The match will be broadcast on Apple TV+, streamed in
English on wlsam.com, and transmitted locally in Spanish on TUDN 1200 AM.
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SERVICE YOU DESERVE

BRING IT!
C O N S I S T E N T  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  P A S S I O N

GET IN TOUCH WITH US TODAY!
CONTACT INFORMATION: (773) 875- 9899 / TICO@LMDMEDIAGROUP.COM


